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The environmental sciences have been critical to identifying global 
environmental challenges such as climate change, but they have been 
less extensively utilized in deploying solutions to those challenges, 
such as solar energy.     Environmental variables such as temperature, 
humidity, aerosols, clouds, soiling, and snowfall have important 
effects on solar PV performance, and these effects can vary 
regionally.  The current status of large-scale solar PV deployment 
will be discussed along with the role of environmental variables on 
PV performance.  
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